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hall of fame

Jacqui 
Parker 

'07 I lacrosse
field hockey 

ice hockey

Jay 
Muniz
'13 I rugby

2025

ATHLETICSATHLETICS

Tara 
Bainbridge 

'19 I lacrosse
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The New England College Department of 

Athletics announces their Hall of Fame Class of 

2025, which includes seven student-athletes and 

one long-time contributor, whose remarkable 

accomplishments and enduring legacies have 

helped define NEC’s athletic history.

The NEC Athletics Hall of Fame Class of 2025 was 

honored at halftime of the Football game against 

Curry College on Saturday, October 4, during Fall 

Festival Weekend and will later be enshrined at 

the induction ceremony on Saturday, May 16. Ralph 
Aiello 

'01 I ice hockey

Rene 
Hudson 

'20 I basketball

Izaiah 
Winston-

Brooks 

'20 I basketball

George 
Ward

'77 I facilities and
groundskeeping

Evan 
Delaney 

'19 I baseball

Learn more about 
the NEC Athletics 
Hall of Fame Class 
of 2025
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In today’s competitive financial world, credentials 

matter more than ever. That’s why New England 

College just strengthened its online MS in Accounting 

program to better prepare graduates for the CPA exam 

and careers in accounting.

Guided by faculty who are active accounting and 

finance professionals, students in the online MS in 

Accounting program learn advanced accounting theory 

and practical application of that theory, which improves 

CPA exam readiness.

"New England College responds to workplace needs 

with practical solutions," explained Dr. Reza Jalili, 

the K. H. William and Andrea Krueger Endowed 

Faculty Chair in Business Administration with a 

Focus on Accounting at NEC.  “Augmenting the 

online MS in Accounting with more opportunities for 

applied learning and test preparation strengthens our 

support for students who aspire to become certified 

public accountants."

The program’s enhancements build upon NEC’s  

long-standing commitment to career development.  

academic news
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Online MS in Accounting 
Now Includes Tools to 
Prepare for the CPA Exam

Learn More 
and Apply.

Why this matters:
Designed for working professionals, the 

online format provides schedule flexibility 

without sacrificing rigor or relevance.

Graduates will be well positioned for 

roles in auditing and risk management, 

corporate accounting, management 

consulting, banking and financial 

services, governmental and nonprofit 

organizations, and taxation practices—all 

fields where holding a CPA credential is a 

significant advantage.

NEC’s commitment to career development drives 
program enhancements for accounting professionals 
who want advanced credentials and opportunities.

Academic
News

Roundup
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From the Granite State to northern Ukraine, New 

England College’s influence is stretching across borders 

thanks to Dr. Nicole Decoteau. Director of First-Year 

Writing and ESOL and Associate Professor of ESL, 

Decoteau has been selected by the U.S. Department of 

State to be an English Language Fellow (ELF) for a virtual 

project at Sumy State University in northern Ukraine.

Dr. Decoteau is among more than 100 participants 

in the prestigious Virtual English Language Educator 

Program for the 2025 academic year. In her role, she 

will teach four courses at Sumy State, including English 

as a foreign language methodology for pre-service 

educators, workshops for university professors, and 

practical English for students majoring in English or 

philology. Despite the daily challenges Ukrainians face, 

Dr. Decoteau’s work will provide essential academic 

and professional development opportunities for both 

students and faculty.

This marks Dr. Decoteau’s second appointment as 

an English Language Fellow. In June 2025, she 

completed a short-term fellowship supporting 

educators in Uzbekistan.

“I am honored to continue serving in this program,” 

said Dr. Decoteau. “Working with colleagues in Ukraine 

and Uzbekistan has reinforced for me how meaningful 

education is in building resilience, community, and 

connection across borders.”

The Virtual English Language Educator Program is the 

premier opportunity for experienced Teaching English 

to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) professionals 

to enact meaningful and sustainable changes in English 

instruction abroad. Projects are developed by U.S. 

Embassies in more than 80 countries, and Fellows 

work closely with local educators and students to 

strengthen English language capacity while promoting 

cultural exchange.
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Dr. Nicole Decoteau Selected 
for Prestigious U.S. Department 
of State Fellowship
Dr. Decoteau will teach virtual English as a Foreign Language 
(EFL) courses to provide academic and professional 
development at Sumy State University in northern Ukraine.

Working with 
colleagues in Ukraine 

and Uzbekistan 
has reinforced for me 

how meaningful 
education is in building
 resilience, community, 

and connection 
across borders.

“
“
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academic news

Dr. Sarah Gunnery, Associate Professor of Psychology 

and Community Mental Health at New England College, 

has been awarded a prestigious three-year research grant 

from the National Institutes of Health (NIH), totaling 

nearly $500,000. The grant, funded through the NIH’s 

R15 Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA) 

mechanism, supports Dr. Gunnery’s groundbreaking 

project, “Developing Strategies to Decrease Facial Masking 

in Parkinson's Disease.”

This historic achievement marks the first NIH grant ever 

awarded directly to an NEC faculty member, underscoring 

the College’s growing presence in impactful, federally 

funded research. 

Dr. Gunnery will work in collaboration with 

Dr. Harlan Fichtenholtz at Keene State College.

Facial masking, or hypomimia, is a common symptom 

of Parkinson’s disease that reduces automatic facial 

movements such as smiling or frowning. This decreased 

expressivity can cause others to misinterpret emotions, 

leading to social stigma, communication barriers, and 

diminished quality of life.

Dr. Gunnery’s research seeks to transform this challenge 

into an opportunity for intervention. The project will 

examine whether teaching people with Parkinson’s to 

deliberately produce facial expressions—such as Duchenne 

smiles that engage the eyes—can improve communication, 

reduce stigma, and help preserve social engagement.

“It’s an incredible honor to receive this NIH award—not 

just for me, but for New England College,” said Dr. Gunnery. 

“Our work has the potential to make a meaningful 

difference in how people with Parkinson’s communicate 

their feelings, connect with others, and maintain their 

well-being.”

According to the NIH’s Public Health Relevance Statement, 

“an increase in the ability to communicate could help 

people with Parkinson’s disease stay socially engaged, 

thereby better preserving their quality of life.” With social 

engagement recognized as essential for healthy aging, this 

research carries profound implications for public health.

This award also represents an exciting opportunity for NEC 

students. Dr. Gunnery will employ multiple students as part 

of her research team, giving them hands-on experience 

in a federally funded project. These students will gain 

invaluable training in study design, data collection, and 

analysis, with the potential to contribute to conference 

presentations and co-author scientific publications. For 

NEC, this means the grant is not only advancing Parkinson’s 

research but also preparing the next generation of scholars 

and professionals.

Dr. Sarah Gunnery 
Awarded Landmark NIH 
Grant to Advance Parkinson’s 
Disease Research

Dr. Gunnery and 
Dr. Fichtenholtz’s project will: 

Assess how people with Parkinson’s disease 
experience producing deliberate expressions.

Compare their expressions to those of healthy 
age-matched adults to determine effectiveness 
in communicating emotion.

Provide evidence for self-management 
strategies that could improve social interaction 
and emotional well-being for individuals 
with Parkinson’s and potentially other 
aging-related conditions.

First-ever NIH grant awarded to a New England College 
faculty member will support innovative research to 
improve communication and well-being  for people 
living with Parkinson’s disease.

It’s an incredible honor to receive this NIH 
award—not just for me, but for New England College.“

“ 
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Chelsea 
Hanrahan
DIRECTOR—NEC LIBRARIES
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Chelsea 
Hanrahan

When Chelsea Hanrahan—Director, NEC Libraries—

began exploring genealogy during the pandemic, she 

thought it might be a good way to keep her mind active. 

What started as a hobby quickly evolved into something 

extraordinary: volunteer work using genetic genealogy 

to help identify missing persons and bring closure to 

families who have waited decades for answers.

Hanrahan volunteers with the DNA Doe Project, a 

national nonprofit that assists law enforcement in 

identifying “Does”—unidentified individuals—through 

DNA and genealogical research. “We don’t charge law 

enforcement for anything,” she explains. “It’s all about 

bringing names back to people who’ve been missing for 

years, sometimes generations.”

Her path into this field was shaped by her love of 

research, genealogy, and true crime. After taking an 

introductory class in investigative genetic genealogy, 

Hanrahan interned with a forensic research group and 

soon found herself contributing to real cases. One of the 

most memorable was the identification of Ina Jane Doe, 

found in an Illinois state park in 1993. Hanrahan worked 

alongside forensic anthropologists and appeared in the 

book Lay Them to Rest, which chronicled the case.

Today, Hanrahan balances her role at NEC with her 

volunteer efforts, which have taken her from local New 

England cold cases to historic projects such as helping 

identify victims of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. She 

also participates in annual retreats in Texas, where 

teams of genealogists work intensively to solve cases 

in a weekend. Some of her work has been featured on 

the television series Naming the Dead, available on 

Hulu and Disney+.

For Hanrahan, the most meaningful part of the work 

is its impact on families. She recalls the case of “Tyler 

County Jane Doe,” whose identity was uncovered 

decades after her death. “Her daughter had never had 

anything of her mother’s,” Hanrahan says. “When she 

was finally given her mother’s watch and earring, it 

was like Christmas. That small connection mattered 

so much.” In another case, a son who grew up believing 

his mother had abandoned him learned the truth: she’d 

been murdered. “That knowledge completely changed 

how he understood his own life,” she says.

At NEC, Hanrahan has brought her passion into the 

classroom. She recently developed a course titled 

Criminal Investigations, Cold Cases, and Justice, which 

encourages students to examine New England cold 

cases and think critically about the investigative 

process. “I want students to see that even if you’re not 

a detective, your skills can contribute to this work,” 

she notes. “I’m a librarian, but research, persistence, 

and curiosity are just as important in solving 

these mysteries.”

Though the field of investigative genetic genealogy is 

still young, Hanrahan sees tremendous potential. Cases 

that once sat untouched for decades are now being 

solved in months, sometimes preventing future crimes. 

“It’s exciting because every time you identify someone, 

it opens up new leads,” she says. “You’re not just solving 

one case—you’re potentially uncovering many more.”

For families who have lived with unanswered questions, 

Hanrahan’s work helps restore dignity to the missing. 

“Providing closure may sound cliché,” she reflects,

“but the ripple effect is real. It changes lives.”Ch
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Giving Names to the Missing: 
A Librarian’s Journey into 
Genetic Genealogy

changemakers
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Regie
Gibson '07

NAMED FIRST POET LAUREATE 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

Regie Gibson—award-winning poet, educator, and 2007 

graduate of New England College’s MFA in Creative 

Writing program—has been appointed the first-ever 

Poet Laureate of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

The honor recognizes Gibson’s decades-long dedication 

to the craft of poetry and his work in bringing the written 

and spoken word to new audiences.

For Gibson, poetry is not just a personal pursuit but a 

public act. “If my work keeps someone writing, then 

I’ve done my job,” he explained. He hopes readers 

approach his poetry the way he once approached Pablo 

Neruda’s—inspired to pick up the pen again. “I like the 

idea of leaving questions behind for others to answer,” 

he reflected. “I gravitate toward poetry that is less about 

finality and more about continuing the search.”

That sense of inquiry has shaped both Gibson’s creative 

work and his teaching. He serves as Co-Artistic 

Director of Pedagogy at Arts for Social Cohesion in 

Boston; as Assistant Professor at Berklee College of 

Music in Boston, where he teaches spoken-word and 

performance poetry; and as an instructor at Clark 

University in Worcester, Mass. Known as a dynamic 

performer as well as a writer, he has long used his voice 

and presence to connect with audiences of all ages. 

From classrooms to community stages, his poetry 

becomes an invitation—an open door through which 

others can explore language, identity, and the shared 

human experience. 

As Massachusetts Poet Laureate, Gibson now has 

what he calls “a bigger microphone.” The role allows 

him to collaborate with educators, artists, and civic 

leaders to elevate poetry’s presence across the state. 

More importantly, it positions him to mentor the next 

generation of writers and thinkers. “The people I meet 

through this role are folks who genuinely want to do 

right by the Commonwealth,” he said. “I’m honored to be 

included among them.”

Despite his achievements, Gibson admits he doesn’t 

often think about legacy. Yet, when pressed, he 

describes an aspiration rooted not in accolades but in 

impact: “If someone can look at my work as evidence of 

another human being seeking and then feel empowered 

to continue that search themselves, then that’s the kind 

of positive effect I hope to have.”

For New England College, Gibson’s appointment is a 

source of pride and inspiration. His journey exemplifies 

the transformative power of the arts and the way NEC’s 

Creative Writing program equips its graduates to shape 

culture at the highest levels. “You’re giving me an even 

bigger microphone with this role,” he said, “and I’m glad 

to use it.”

From NEC’s writing workshops to the halls of the 

Massachusetts State House, Regie Gibson continues 

to expand the reach of poetry. His appointment as 

the Commonwealth’s first Poet Laureate is not only 

a personal milestone but also a recognition of the 

enduring power of words to challenge, inspire, and unite.
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Watch the full interview 
with Regie Gibson.

changemakers
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Class Notes 1964
Michael
J. Shea

1964   Allan Karan

Thomas B. Kiely, Jr.
1966

class notes

1967
Marilyn (Fields) Landau
and Michael Landau

1958
Alan Cheever continues to enjoy an active lifestyle, skiing around 40 days 

each season with his wife, Pam. The couple hits the slopes in Utah at Deer 

Valley and Park City, as well as at several New England resorts, including 

Sunday River, Killington, Ragged Mountain, Sunapee, and Bretton Woods. In 

addition to skiing, they stay busy training their Scottish Terrier and miniature 

poodle in agility with their local club. Alan shared that life is good, and they 

had a wonderful time attending Fall Festival this year.

1959
Jim Capron recently reconnected with fellow alumnus Austin Kovacs ’60 

through email. Both spent time in Greenland studying snow, ice, and 

permafrost—though during different periods—and discovered they shared 

connections with many of the same scientists from the Cold Regions 

Research and Engineering Laboratories in Hanover, N.H. Jim reflected, 

“It’s a small world, indeed.”  

1964
Michael J. Shea retired from The Hartford Insurance Group in 2000 

after a career as a facilities designer. He later worked part-time at 

The Country Club of Wilbraham and local funeral homes. Now fully 

enjoying retirement, Mike recently celebrated the weddings of 

his granddaughter Bryn and grandson Liam. A proud father of 

three sons—including Michael ’97—and grandfather of six, he 

enjoys keeping up with NEC’s growth through the alumni magazine. 

 
Allan Karan reflects on the 66 years since he first stepped onto 

the NEC campus, a moment that he says changed his life forever. 

He continues to visit the campus and enjoys the surrounding mountains. 

1967
Douglas Weigler

1965
Robert Seaman is approaching his 83rd birthday and enjoying retirement in 
Newport, Vt., with his wife, Sharon ’95. Since moving to Vermont in 2021, they 
have remained active in community service, continuing a tradition that began in 
Concord and North Conway, N.H. Robert and Sharon stay in regular contact with 
their children, Jayson ’94 and Kristen ’08.

1966
Thomas B. Kiely, Jr. shared that members of the Classes of 1963, 1964, and 1965, 
along with their spouses and friends, gathered for the 10th time in York Beach, 
Maine. The group spent the first week of September enjoying a beautiful water-
front home and reconnecting. Alumni in attendance included Alan Goldfarb ’64, 
Pat (Cabey) Reardon ’66, Mary Lou Brindisi ’65, Beverly (Bradley) McClave ’65, 
Rik McClave ’63, Joy Chase ’65, Al Sellers ’63, Rafael Adames EdD ’62, Sue King 

Adames ’62, Tom Kiely ’66, George Ruchti ’64, Larry Flynn ’63, 
and Joanne Whitehead ’65. 
 
1967
Marilyn (Fields) Landau and Michael Landau celebrated 58 years 
of marriage this year. Together, they’ve witnessed and supported 
movements for women’s rights, civil rights, human rights, and 
animal rights, while raising three children and enjoying seven 
grandchildren. The Landaus continue to cherish their memories 
from their time at New England College. 
 
Douglas Weigler shared a photo of 20 LED brothers from the 
classes of 1966 to 1971 who reunited at the fraternity house 
on Hall Avenue during Fall Festival 2025. 
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Bruce E. Brody and his wife spent nearly a month in Japan this past April with 

the Timberframers Guild, touring kominkas—historic Japanese farmhouses 

that are being abandoned as younger generations move to urban areas. Their 

small group of 18 included timber framers from the U.S., Canada, the U.K., and 

Japan, all dedicated to preserving these traditional structures, some of which 

are being relocated and rebuilt in the U.S. During their travels, they explored 

many shrines, temples, and lesser-known regions of Japan, which Bruce de-

scribes as a respectful, clean, and safe country.    

1968
Steve Marini and his wife, Louise, celebrated their 50th Anniversary in August.

1969
Alvin Shapiro recently retired and 
resides in San Diego. He returned to 
New England College to visit several 
classmates and SAB fraternity brothers   
living in New Hampshire. Pictured (seated, 
from left) are Tom (Wilks) Wilkins ’70, Mark 
(Onion) Peterson ’72, Cathy Whooten ’72, 
Carol Sullivan ’70, Ron (Duck) Rayner ’69, 
Alvin Shaprio ’69, Charles Warren (Linus) Sullivan ’70, and Larry (Stones) Brigden 

’68. Not pictured is Tom (AWOL) Aspinwall ’68. The group enjoyed 

reminiscing about their time at NEC and sharing stories from the legendary 

SAB “barn” parties—memories that never get old! 

1973
Mark Greenberg and his wife recently celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary 

in September and will be traveling to Amsterdam to mark the occasion. Mark 

attended his 50th reunion and enjoyed reconnecting with former classmates. 

Now retired for over three years, he volunteers at his temple and enjoys spending 

time with family and friends. 

Ted Blachly is featured in the Joined Together: Celebrating 30 Years of the NH 

Furniture Masters exhibit at the Currier Museum of Art in Manchester, N.H. 

The exhibition showcases the craftsmanship of New Hampshire’s finest 

furniture makers and is on view through February 8, 2026.

1974
Robert Berrick recently retired after a 47-year career as a physician assistant, 

practicing in New York and Vermont. He and his wife of 46 years, Kip, have 

two children and a granddaughter they enjoy spending time with. Robert lives 

in northern New York and keeps in touch with his SAB fraternity brothers 

Mark McGlynn ’77, John Knight ’75, Scott Hansen ’74, and Bill McCaughey ’74. 

He would love to hear from old fraternity brothers, classmates, and fellow alumni 

and sends his best wishes—encouraging everyone to stay healthy and active. 

1975
Stan Kensinger continues to enjoy life in Colorado. Although he missed his 

50th reunion due to a hip replacement, he invites classmates and fellow 

alumni to come visit. 
 
Laurie Kempf and fellow Golden Alumni from Colby House reunited from 

across the East Coast to celebrate their milestone reunion. Pictured are 

Alison Harstedt ’75, Debbie Burke ’75, Deborah Roth ’75, Jane Hartig Houle ’75, 

and Laurie Kempf ’75. Standing are Sharon Secchi Toth ’74 and Ellen Turner 

Narinian ’74. 

Richard Lee Jablow is a retired emergency medicine physician living in Maine 

and spending winters in Todos Santos, Baja Sur, Mexico. He and his wife recently 

celebrated 42 years of marriage and are proud grandparents to one grandchild, 

with another on the way. 

Malcolm Carnwath was recently involved in a serious car accident and is 

currently undergoing rehabilitation. For those who wish to offer support or 

learn more, please contact Bill Heckenkamp ’75. 

Stan Kensinger
1975

Alison Harstedt ’75, Debbie Burke ’75,  Deborah Roth ’75, Jane Hartig Houle ’75, and Laurie Kempf ’75, Sharon Toth,  Ellen Narinian

1968
Steve and Louise Marini 

1969
Alvin Shapiro
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class notes

1976
Antony Taquey recently published his mother’s literary work, A Castle of My 
Memories, in 2023 and is currently working on publishing her collection of short 
stories. Both books are available on Amazon. 

David Boutin is enjoying retirement in New Hampshire, not far from NEC, after a 
40-year career in teaching and coaching. He and his wife, Pauline, will celebrate their 
25th wedding anniversary next spring. David enjoys watching his granddaughters 
Mary, Ruby, and Clare grow and occasionally catches up with classmate John Dearborn 
’76. He’s looking forward to his 50th Reunion next year.

Bill Neale has remained active on several town and nonprofit boards since retiring in 
2020. He and his wife, Martha, enjoy maintaining their 1815 home and garden, and 
with Martha now retired, “every day is a true Saturday.” The couple visits their 
daughter, Abby, in Boston, where she is an art teacher and active artist. This summer, 
they toured Uganda with their son, Will, who serves in the Peace Corps, and attended 
his wedding to Jacky Ajok from Lira, Uganda. 

1977 
Dave Chiappetta was the first NEC student to earn an IDM in Law Enforcement, 
completing internships with the State Police and Hanover Police Department before 
a 15-year career in Connecticut law enforcement. He later spent 31 years teaching 
criminal justice and political science. Now retired in Boynton Beach, Fla., with his 
wife, Donna, Dave enjoys life with their five grandchildren. His son, Dave Chiappetta, 
Jr. ‘05., is also an NEC graduate, and his brother Peter ’63 is a member of the NEC 
Hall of Fame. 

John Alexopoulos and his wife are celebrating 40 years of marriage and have two 
children. His son, a 36-year-old special needs athlete, is an impressive golfer with 
a 7 handicap and an alpine ski racer. His daughter, a Saint Michael’s College 
graduate, teaches kindergarten in Jericho, Vt., and will be married in July 
2026. John stays in touch with classmates Paul Betz ’77, Dave Arnold ’77, 
Rick Woidt ’76, Kevin Quinn ’77, and Tim Whalen ’77, and he looks forward 
to attending his 50th Reunion at NEC. 

1980
Bryan William Bloom moved to Texas in 1991 and is now retired, living in Weslaco. He is an active member of the Weslaco United Methodist Church. 

Brad Durrell is a retired journalist. He and his husband, Rick, continue to explore Eastern Europe, most recently visiting the Baltics and Poland. Brad, who favors the region’s old-world charm over Western Europe’s tourist hotspots, now lives in Southport, N.C. 

1981
Astrid Williams recently moved full-time to Kiawah Island, S.C., in October. Earlier this year, she enjoyed playing in the NEC Golf Tournament alongside fellow alumna Dyan Goodwin ’82. 
1982
Frank Mangold and Alison (Scholl) Mangold continue to make their home in Denver. Alison is retired, while Frank works for FlightSafety Defense. The couple recently enjoyed a visit to Glacier National Park, including a hike on the Highline Trail. 1985

Jay Irving’s daughter, Skylar, was recently drafted 20th overall by 
Montreal Victoire in the Professional Women’s Hockey League (PWHL), selected from candidates around the world.  

1987
Jacqui (Buchanan) Bryan is a nationally recognized registered nurse and Certified Nutrition Specialist®. Through her functional 
medicine practice, she helps clients worldwide improve their health. She is also a weekly contributor to the Beating Cancer Daily podcast, a 2024 People’s Choice Awards finalist in the Health category. 

Astrid Williams'81
+
Dyan 
Goodwin '82

class notes 
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1980 Brad Durrell

Berat, Albania
Known for its Ottoman architecture

1982
Frank & Alison (Scholl)
Mangold

1985
Jay Irving's 
daughter, Skylar

1987
Jacqui Bryan
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1987
Will and Amy (D’Antonio) Morris are celebrating their 35th wedding anniversary this fall and are proud new grandparents. On a recent trip to the summit of Mt. Washington, they made sure to add the famous sticker to their car. On the way back to Connecticut, they stopped in Henniker to reminisce about where they first met. As they look to the future, they’re considering a move to New Hampshire—maybe even back to Henniker. 

Ray Wilcox shared that this year’s Alumni Weekend was one of the best yet for the NEC All-Stars. He especially enjoyed reconnecting with fellow alumni, meeting current students, and visiting the newly revived campus radio station. Ray is also excited to announce the opening of Second Republic Studios, his new audio and video production studio located in downtown San Francisco, a lifelong dream come true. 

1988
Eric A. O’Brien and his wife, Kristen, are thrilled to share that all three of their daughters have been married over the past three years, and they recently welcomed their first grandson. Their son, Braeden, lives in Nashville, where he works in commercial real estate with The Kirkland Group. Eric and Kristen continue to operate O’Brien Commercial Properties in Concord, Mass., specializing in the sale, leasing, and management of industrial and commercial properties throughout Central New England. Eric fondly recalls his four years at New England College and the lasting impact it had on his life. 

 
Stefanie Breitung-Duffy is currently working as a Project Architect in Connecticut. 

1989
Dave Campagna shared that he, along with classmates John Cunio ’89, Alfi Merchant ’89, and Freddy Bishop ’90, enjoyed a great weekend at NEC celebrating the homecoming football game and participating in the NEC Golf Classic.

Greg “Griz” Griswold and Doug Miller at Fenway Park
1990
Thomas Howard was recently named Regional Director of Partner Development for South Carolina at Windover Construction, based in Beverly, Mass. He and his wife, Michelle (Joy) Howard ’87, will celebrate their 30th wedding anniversary in May and reside in Mount Pleasant, S.C.

1991
Ray Simonse recently returned to Arundel, UK, for a visit and dinner with Derek and Sara Hanson, former owners of the Red Lion Pub, and their son, James.

1991
Rebecca McKay Speigle and her husband, Miles, relocated from Dunedin, Fla., to Rochester, N.Y., this past spring. She also began a new position with the University of Rochester Medical Center’s medical staff office. Rebecca and Miles recently enjoyed attending the NEC alumni event in New York City.

1988
Stefanie 
Breitung
-Duffy

1987
Ray Wilcox

1988
Eric O'Brien

1989
Greg Griswold 
Doug Miller

1989—Dave Campagna,John Cunio, Alfi Merchant, Freddy Bishop

Bart Scoble was recently promoted to Director of Workforce Management at Sonder LLC, a boutique hotel chain with locations around the globe. He and his wife of 26 years, Tina, reside in Fishers, Ind. 

1991
Ray Simonse
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class notes

1992
Tom Savoie recently launched his own business, Tommy Boy Snacks 2Geaux, LLC, in 

Baton Rouge, La. The company offers a high-end vending machine experience with 

custom snack and beverage selections tailored to customer requests. Tom currently 

operates five machines equipped with the latest technology, accepting cash, credit, 

and mobile payments, and allowing real-time inventory tracking via his phone. His 

wife, Naomi Potter Savoie ’93, serves as the company’s CFO.

1992
Tom

Savoie

1996
Matthew and Kerri Simpson are celebrating 25 years of marriage. They live in New 

Hampshire and are proud parents of four daughters: Ella (23), a nurse; Liah (21), who 

works with her father; Anna (18), who competes in NCAA track and field and cross 

country; and Makenna (15), a high school freshman. Matthew serves as president 

of a global food company, and Kerri is a teacher.  

1997
Dr. Michael Sormrude recently accepted a position as Assistant Professor of Biology 

and Coordinator of Anatomy and Physiology courses and programming at Southern 

Connecticut State University. He is also enrolled in two Harvard Medical School 

postgraduate certificate programs this academic year, focusing on medical 

education and clinical research. In his free time, Michael enjoys sail racing during 

the fall and winter months.

Patrick James Dunagan’s new poetry collection, Reading Writing Reading, was 

published by Lithic Press on September 21, 2025. In the 240-page paperback, he 

explores the interplay of reading and writing in poetry, riffing on the ideas and 

voices that inspire him. 

1999
Deborah Ellis-Nailor has been a practicing registered nurse for 44 years and has spent 

the past nine years working at Monadnock Developmental Services in Keene, N.H. She 

is nationally certified in developmental disabilities, degenerative neurological disorders, 

and brain injury. While earning her bachelor’s degree in human services at NEC, Deborah 

also served as the RN Director of the NEC Health Center. A proud and devoted supporter 

of NEC athletics, she and her family have spent more than 20 years cheering from the 

same seat in the basketball gym—a true NEC tradition.

2006
Eric Robert Miller ’06, ’22 continues to pursue his passion for writing and 

storytelling. He has published work in The Henniker Review and The Eye and 

is currently working on a new fiction project inspired by a promise to his late 

uncle. In 2025, Eric earned a professional certificate in Substance Abuse 

Support Work from NHTI and was inducted into The National Society of 

Leadership and Success. A lifelong martial artist, he trains in American 

Kenpo and Uechi Ryu karate and plans to test for his black belt in 2026. 

2007
Amy Storthz ’07, MEd ’09 earned her 

BA in Education Studies with a minor 

in Psychology and her MEd from 
NEC. After graduate school, 

she returned to Houston, Tex., 

where she taught for 16 years, 

including pre-K and first grade, 

and spent 10 years as a certified 

Montessori teacher for ages 

3–6. She now works in the field 

of Applied Behavior Analysis as 

a Registered Behavior Technician 

and serves as a head trainer at 

her clinic, training new hires in 

behavior analysis techniques and 

client care. 

 2000
Andrew Ulman serves as the 
Head of Drug Testing for the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough in Alaska. 

Brian Torf married Sarah Gross 
on May 31, 2025. 

Anthony (Tony) Montalbano ’00, G’04 

has been promoted to Director of 
Student Resolution at the University 

of New England. 

2005
Erin Westphalen married this 
past August and recently 
adopted her son. She and 
her family are enjoying life 
in sunny California, where 
she works remotely. 

2000 Brian Torf

2000 Andrew Ulman

2007 
Amy Storthz

2006
Eric Robert Miller
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2009
Stephen Rudinec achieved a remarkable milestone this February when he visited his seventh continent, Antarctica, joining the less than 1% of people worldwide who have traveled to all seven. He credits NEC for helping make this dream possible. 
2010
Jennifer Sweeney is a stay-at-home mom to two boys, including an 11-month-old born in December 2024 and her soon-to-be 4-year-old, who celebrated his birthday on October 30. She and her husband enjoy life with their family.  
2014
Elena J. Marchand was promoted to Chief Human Resources Officer at PACE-RI, a Rhode Island nonprofit serving adults with complex health needs. She joined PACE-RI in 2017 and previously served as Senior Director of Human Resources. Elena holds a bachelor’s degree in Human Services Administration from Springfield College and an MBA in Nonprofit Leadership from NEC, and she is a certified member of the Society for Human Resource Management. She resides in Blackstone, Mass.

2016
Keith Cross had an exciting summer cheering on his two sons, who were named 2025 PGA Jr. League All-Stars, as they competed at the 2025 PGA Jr. League New England Section Championship. Professionally, Keith was promoted to Global Key Account Segment Leader—General Industrial at PPG. 

2021
Bryana Belanger is now living in Wilmington, N.C., where she works in car sales. She enjoys the slower pace of life with both the beach and the city just 10 minutes away and credits her experiences at NEC for helping her achieve this milestone. 

2022
Darryl W. Perry was recently elected Vice President of the Student Bar Association at Seattle University School of Law. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Communications and is a member of the Omicron Delta Kappa and Chi Alpha Sigma honor societies. 

Gabriella Pasqualone has received her Connecticut state license to become a head teacher since earning her psychology degree from NEC. She is also working in a senior assisted living facility. Gabriella is grateful to NEC for providing a wonderful education that helped her achieve her career goals. 

2023
Jessika Oyola is officially a preschool teacher and is excited for the new school year and all it may bring. She shared that it took her a long time to reach this milestone, and she’s grateful to her professors at NEC for helping her achieve her dream. 

Aquanetta Russell-Williams earned her bachelor’s degree in Healthcare Administration from New England College’s online program and went on to complete a master’s degree in Business Administration. She is now pursuing her Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). Aquanetta credits her NEC professors for their support and encourages students to build strong relationships with faculty who can help guide them toward future opportunities. 
2017
Brianna Hayward and her family welcomed a baby boy, 
Lennon, in March 2025.  

2018
Earl Aguon recently welcomed a new grandbaby, who 
has brought immense joy to his life. He shared photos 
of her, including one with her dad, Earl’s son.

2019
Evan Delaney was recently inducted into the NEC Athletics 
Hall of Fame. He returned to campus on October 4 and 
shared how much he enjoyed being back, reflecting on 
many great memories from his time at NEC. 

2009 Steven Rudinec

2010 
Jennifer Sweeney

2017 
Brianna Hayward

2019 
Evan Delaney

2018 
Earl Aguon

2014 
Elena 
Marchand
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in memoriam

Dr. Hilton
Hallock

Eric 
Goodchild

For more than three 
decades, the sound of 
bagpipes signaled the 
beginning and end of 

life-changing journeys at New England 
College. At Convocation, the lone piper led 

new students into the NEC community, and 
at Commencement, he proudly played them 

forward into the world. 

That piper—Eric Goodchild—passed away in July, leaving 
behind a legacy as enduring as the music he carried through 
campus traditions.

Goodchild’s presence at NEC began 31 years ago, when 
the College invited him to perform at its most significant 
ceremonies. What started as a single performance grew 
into a defining ritual for generations of students and 
families. “Our students began and ended their academic 
journeys following the lone piper as he played them into 
our community and celebrated their departure,” said NEC 
President Dr. Wayne F. Lesperance, Jr. “Guests often 
shared how much they loved the tradition, and I couldn’t 
agree more.”

A lifelong musician, Goodchild was passionate about 
the history and spirit of the pipes. Beyond New England 
College, he performed at parades, celebrations, and 
memorial services throughout New England, where his 
music served as both a joyful call and a solemn tribute. 
He was known for his skill, but even more for his warmth, 
humor, and commitment to community.

Goodchild is survived by his family, including his wife and 
children, who shared his love of music and traditions. 
Friends and colleagues remember him as someone who 
lifted spirits with a tune, whether at a College milestone 
or a quiet local gathering.

Though his pipes have fallen silent, Goodchild’s music 
lives on in the memories of NEC graduates who walked 
behind him, marking the rhythm of their own beginnings 
and endings. His legacy continued to echo on campus 
this fall, when the College honored him during Fall 
Festival Weekend. He was named an honorary alumnus, 
placing him permanently among the ranks of the students 
he so joyfully celebrated.

“Eric will forever be part of our story,” President Lesperance 
said. “He is sorely missed.”

The New England College community remembers 
Dr. Hilton Hallock, former Provost, who passed 
away on May 6, 2025, in Anchorage, Alaska.

Dr. Hallock served NEC with vision, intellect, and warmth, 
leaving a legacy that continues to shape the College’s 
academic life. Known for her steadfast belief in the 
transformative power of education, she championed 
initiatives that expanded academic offerings and 
strengthened the College’s commitment to student 
success. Her leadership was marked by a deep dedication 
to inclusivity, mentorship, and the creation of supportive 
academic communities.

Hilton’s passion for education and equity was evident 
from an early age. Growing up in Nashville during school 
desegregation, she embraced the opportunities of 
integration and carried that conviction into her career. 
A graduate of the University of Virginia, she dedicated 
herself to building communities grounded in trust and 
respect—principles she lived out in every role she held.

At New England College, she guided faculty and students 
with both high standards and genuine care. Even after her 
tenure as Provost, Hilton remained a source of wisdom 
and encouragement, offering friendship and mentorship 
to colleagues and former students alike. Her influence 
extended beyond NEC, culminating in her leadership at 
Alaska Pacific University, where she helped guide the 
institution toward becoming an Alaska-Native serving 
university and developed programs addressing health 
and environmental needs across the state.

Hilton’s life was defined not by titles or accolades, though 
she earned many, but by the lives she touched. She was a 
mentor, a storyteller with wit and warmth, and a leader who 
always encouraged others to “think bigger.”

She is survived by her father; sister and 
brother-in-law; and nieces and nephews, 
whose futures she believed in deeply.

As we mourn her passing, we also 
celebrate the indelible mark she left 

on NEC and the countless communities she 
served. In her memory, we honor her challenge 

to act bigger, think bigger, and strive always to serve 
others through education.
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Giving 
Day2026

Friends
of NECIn Memoriam

Eric Goodchild

V. Hilton Hallock

B. Jenkins Middleton

George M. Irwin

E. Shannon Appell ’86

George W. Bean ’56 

John J. Colarusso ’87

Brian P. Crossfield ’92

Joan R. Cummiskey ’73

Robert C. Frisch ’73

George I. Fuller ’63

James G. Gordon, IV ’80

Hillary Grzebien-Myers ’84

Herbert R. Lippold, Jr. ’49

Erin N. Blum Lyons ’91

Robert J. Maloney ’58

Stanley Rideout ’72

Roger S. Vandewater ’76

George W. Ward ’77, P’13

James F. Zanes ’53

80

2026
A Year to Celebrate!

Join fellow alumni, 
parents, and friends 
in supporting 
scholarships, financial 
aid, athletics, student 
programs, faculty 
development, and more.

March 24–25
Save the Date!

In 2026, New England College 
celebrates 80 years of bold 
ideas, boundless creativity, and a 
community that continues to shape 
the future. From our founding in 
1946 to today, our story is one 
of resilience, innovation, and 
connection—and the best chapters 
are still being written.

JOIN US 
as we honor 80 years of 
impact and look ahead 
to the next generation 
of changemakers.

Years Bold. 
Years Strong.
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