

NEW ENGLAND COLLEGE
SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH PROGRAM
Summer 2026

Application Due to ddunlop@nec.edu by February 1, 2026 

New England College is a recipient of two grants that support the NEC Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP): a National Institutes of Health IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE) grant and a National Science Foundation Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) grant.  SURP offers students research training opportunities at New England College with NEC professors. The goal of these grants is to provide research opportunities that help encourage students to pursue graduate programs in biomedical research and other STEM fields.
· The program normally starts mid-May and runs to early July with consideration to faculty vacation time (about eight weeks), although some labs may start with preparatory work in the winter or spring terms prior to summer.
· SURP students have historically been provided free housing at NEC and will be paid at least $17 per hour for undergraduate research training.
· All students are required to present in person at the NH-INBRE or NH-LIFT Annual Meetings, depending on the research project that you get involved with. The NH-INBRE Annual Meeting will be August 17–18, 2026, at the Omni Mount Washington in Bretton Woods, NH, and the NH-LIFT Annual Meeting will be August 12–13, at DoubleTree by Hilton, in Manchester, NH. Lodging, registration, and transport will be provided. 
· The specific research aims depend on the research project and the research mentor.
· Dr. Geoff Cook employs a variety of techniques to investigate the way(s) in which biological systems are functionally impacted by disease and/or environmental stress. Past projects have used tropical reef-building corals to investigate innate immune responses as well as the search for natural therapeutic products from the marine environment. Current projects aim to investigate the functional response(s) of seagrass to acidifying oceans, food web studies in the Lake Sunapee Ecosystem, and the use of environmental DNA (eDNA) to assess biodiversity in aquatic systems. 
· Dr. Sarah Gunnery is a social psychologist and director of the Social Interaction and Health Lab at NEC. We investigate the relationship between facial expression and quality of life in people with Parkinson’s disease. In my lab, we do human subjects research, meaning we work directly with people with Parkinson’s disease. We collect behavioral, psychophysiological, and self-report data. 


· Dr. Lori Koziol is a molecular microbiologist. Her lab focuses on Pseudomonas species that form surface communities known as biofilms. Research projects include using transposon mutagenesis to identify the bacterial genes that regulate biofilms. This semester, her research students hope to discover antibiotic producing organisms from the soil using the Tiny Earth approach. 
· Dr. Hannah Nelson is an exercise scientist with a research focus on exercise and fitness and their contribution to health and community wellness. Her current research will be investigating the accessibility and demand of community-based fitness and wellness programs in New Hampshire. 
· Dr. Matt Young is an organic chemist. Professor Young’s current area of research is on the physical properties and structure of hydrogels utilizing molecular dynamics computational experiments. He is broadening his research into enzyme/substrate interactions. These interactions will be visualized using virtual reality and analyzed both computationally and in the research lab.
· To apply, follow the instructions below and e-mail your completed application to Dr. Debra Dunlop at ddunlop@nec.edu.

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Fill out all parts of the attachment below and answer the two essay questions. 
2. Uses “X” in spaces to indicate your choice.
3. Save as a Word document. 
4. Please name the file “SURP Last Name, First name and researcher name”
Example: SURP Smith, Mary - Koziol)
5. Attach your completed application to an e-mail and send to Debra Dunlop (ddunlop@nec.edu)
6. The subject line of your email should read “SURP - your last name”
  



SURP Application Summer 2026

1. Name:	
2. Current campus address [Street, City, State, Zip]: 
3. Cell Phone number:
4. NEC E-mail: 
5. Permanent address [Street, City, State, Zip]: 
6. Date of Birth: 
7. U.S. Citizen? Yes____ No__	
8. Permanent Resident of U.S.? Yes ____ No_____
9. Undergraduate major:	 ___________________
10. Currently enrolled as a: First year ___   Sophomore___   Junior___   Senior___
11. Check researcher(s) you are interested in working with: 
Cook _____
Gunnery _____
Koziol _____  
Nelson _____
Young _____ 
12. Have you had SURP experience in the past? _____Yes _____No
17. Answer both Application Essays in your own words.  Please type answers to the following questions in this file using as much space as you need below.

Essay A. Briefly explain your career goal(s) and how the SURP experience may help you achieve those goals.


Essay B.  Briefly outline your goals for participating in the research program.
